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THE CONCEPT OF STATE SOVEREIGNTY
FROM ISLAMIC AND WESTERN PERSPECTIVE
Dr. Afia Mehdi
Nida Saher
ABSTRACT
Absolute power is one of the primary elements of state structure and the central point
of political philosophy and politics. What is its nature and Surronding? Unlike the
western inkling in this perspective, Islamic concept of absolute power is entirely
different. According to the Islamic concept, Allah Almighty holds all powers in the state
affairs. Being the only Creator of the universe, He has revealed the best of laws and
commands for the mankind. Western belief, on the contrary is limited to their material
sensual understanding of the universe and its subject. The current study addresses this
primary element of state sovereignty in comparison with the western thought
accordingly.
Keywords: Absolute power, Divine Law, Capitalism, Communism, Democracy.
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“Originally, as derived from the Latin term su pera nus through the French term
souverainete, sovereignty was meant to be the equivalent of supreme power.”9
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Beginning in the 18th century in England the focus of capitalist development shifted from
commerce to industry.*
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“A way of organizing an economy so that the things that are used to make and transport
products (such as land, oil, factories, ships, etc.) are owned by individual people and
companies rather than by the government.” 2
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The individual has complete freedom of thought and action in every sphere of life. No
higher authority has the power to impose and restriction on the liberty of the individual.
The individual can show his abilities to the best only in an atmosphere of complete
freedom. The function of the Sovereignty of State is not to circumscribe, but to safeguard

the liberty of the individual.™
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Socialism or communism means an economic system in which the means of production
are owned by the state. A Central Directorate controls the production of goods and

services. The Directorate decides the nature, quantity and mode of production of goods.
This central body also directs the distribution of goods
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Marx is the champion of materialism. He regards rehglon as opium for man, Wthh

makes him forget material facts and entangles31tllm in metaphysical issues. Hence,
religion, in Marx’s view, is the enemy of progress.
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“The word 'democracy' came into English in the sixteenth century from the French

demokratic, its origins are Greek; Democracy is derived from dgmokratla the root
meanings of which are demos (People) and krato (rule). Democracy.”
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“Sovereignty is one, Indivisible, unalienable and imprescriptible; it belongs to the n%tion;
. ] . Co . . i
no group can attribute sovereignty to itself nor can Individual arrogate it to himself”.
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