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Abstract:

This study explores the concept of "prejudgments" or
"preconceptions” and their influence on the process of
understanding, drawing a comparison between the
methodology of philosophical hermeneutics and the rational
principles of comprehension. It focuses on the importance of
achieving an accurate understanding of texts while reviewing
philosophical and intellectual perspectives on the impact of
these preconceptions, and whether they are essential or
hindrances to precise comprehension.

In the hermeneutical context, Gadamer argues that
preconceptions are not obstacles to understanding but an
integral part of it, as they form the framework upon which
understanding is built. He asserts that completely eliminating
these preconceptions is both impossible and undesirable, as
they facilitate interaction with and comprehension of texts.
Heidegger, on his part, emphasizes that humans cannot
escape the influence of their historical and social contexts on
their understanding.

On the other hand, the field of Islamic jurisprudence proposes
the concept of "generic appearance" (zuhdr naw) as a means
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to regulate the influence of preconceptions, relying on
linguistic and jurisprudential rules to interpret religious texts.
It also highlights the importance of historical knowledge,
diligent reasoning, and adhering to the ethics of
interpretation to avoid the influence of personal biases.

The article underscores the importance of striking a balance
between positive preconceptions that support understanding
and negative ones that lead to distortion. It also discusses
strategies for addressing preconceptions, such as employing
dialectical dialogue, applying jurisprudential rules, and
ensuring the centrality of texts.

In conclusion, the article calls for integrating the fundamental
and hermeneutical approaches to achieve a deeper and more
objective. understanding, emphasizing the purification of
preconceptions and fostering intellectual openness, thereby
enhancing the interpretive process.

Key words: Hermeneutics, preconceptions, authority of
appearance, linguistic principles.
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