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Abstract:

It is the belief of all Muslims that the Holy Quran is a revealed
book whose text has not been edited by any human being.
Rather, it is the word of God that was revealed to the Holy
Prophet through revelation. This word was preserved in
various ways and we have the same Quranic text from the
early age of Islam till today. Contrary to this general belief of
Muslims, some Orientalists have tried to prove in their
research that the text of the Qur'an is not the revelation;
rather, it is a book that has gone through several stages in its
editing. They also claim that the Quran’s text is quoted from
pre-Quran holy texts.

The present paper highlights the importance of the study of
Qur'anic research done by Orientalists first. Then, it examines
the attitude of the people of Europe towards theology in
general and towards Gospels and Testaments in particular. In
addition an attempt has been made to examine how
orientalists use a specific method of analysis "Historical
Criticism", while evaluation of the text of the Qur'an and what
conclusions have they drawn from their criticism.

In the last part of the paper, the conclusions that the
Orientalists have drawn regarding the text of the Qur'an have
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been critically evaluated. And finally, it is concluded that the
method under which the Orientalists have tried to research
the text of the Qur'an is, in fact, a false method because this
method can be applied to the text of the Testaments and not
to the text of the Qur'an. This is the reason why some
Orientalists themselves have refuted the arguments of those
who have raised doubts about the revelation of the text of the
Qur'an. According to this paper, the revelatory status of the
Qur'an has been further strengthened by Orientalist research
and studies on its text.
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