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Abstract:

This research presents a critical analysis of the intellectual
and philosophical system of liberalism, which is a major pillar
of modern Western civilization. Liberalism is fundamentally
based on the ideology of human freedom, the centrality of
the individual, and the reduction of state intervention in
society. The purpose of this paper is to interpret the four
basic principles of liberalism—humanism, individualism,
hedonism, and empiricism—and to shed light on their
intellectual, moral, and social implications. This research,
after explaining these principles, critically examines them.

The author's discovery in this study is that liberalism has
played an important role in human rights and political
freedoms. But serious questions can be raised about its
intellectual foundations. Because one of its important
intellectual foundations is the centrality of the individual and
humanism, in which man has been declared the absolute
standard, but this creates moral chaos and extreme
individualism weakens social ties.

Furthermore, making hedonism the moral end and
considering only sensory experience as the sole source of
knowledge eliminates eliminates meaning, depth, and
spiritual aspects from human life. The paper concludes
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that the materialist perspective of liberalism, its separation
from religion and morality, can hinder the establishment of
stable values in human society. This research also explains
that for human nature and social stability, it is not enough to
focus only on individual freedom and material benefits; in this
sense, it is also essential to make moral and spiritual values a
part of the ideological system.

Keywords: Liberalism, individualism, humanism, hedonism,
empiricism, critical appraisal.
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