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ENGLISH ARTICLE

RELIGIOUS DISCURSIVE PRACTICES IN THE ESL UNDERGRADUATE CLASSROOM
(A critique of the Teachers’ views and discourses in Pakistan)
Muntazar Mehdi
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THE ASPECTS OF QUR’AN BEING A MIRACLE

Syed Mohisn Ali Shah
Abstract
A Miracle (moa’jazah) is something occurred beyond the general
laws of nature, accompanied with a challenge that nobody can
reply. In this sense, the Holy Quran is an eternal miracle of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) that proves its being divinely revealed book. A lot
of arguments testify the status of the Quran as a miracle. It has
been a miracle in its text, composition, organization of words, style,
meanings, message, objectivity, attraction, impact, preservation,
prophesizing, compilation, and so on. These dimensions of Qurans’
being a miracle have been discussed shortly in this article.

Key Words: Quran, Miracle, Aspects, Words, Composition
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BELIEF IN RESTITUTION - IN THE LIGHT OF HOLY QURAN,
SUNNAH & REASON

Syed Aqeel Haider Zaidi
ABSTRACT
Some Muslims believe in Restitution (raj’ah; lit. to return), which has
been a point of debate and discussion for long. Based on religious
teachings and rational arguments, an attempt has been made in this
article to argue for the possibility and occurrence of Restitution in
the light of historical evidences within the context of its etymology,
its historical background, and questions related to it. While referring
to various Quranic verse, those interpretative narrations which prove
the occurrence of Restitution have also been analyzed in this article.
Such narrations, which independently explain the belief, are the
central focus of this article. In the end, this article examines whether
this belief is contrary to the teachings of the Quran and the Tradition,
hence fabricated, or is based on facts.

Key Words: Restitution, Returning, the Days of God, Imam Mahdli.
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TRADITION OF THE HOLY PROPHET AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Dr. Syed Muzaffar Rizvi
Abstract.
There are hundreds of sayings and practical examples regarding
human rights in the Sirah (tradition) of the Holy Prophet. It reveals
how the Prophet was concerned about human rights; whether
during war or peace. In this article, the guiding principles of
safeguarding human rights have been highlighted in the light of his
practical conduct and sayings especially that of his sermon
delivered in his last pilgrimage (khutba hijja al-wida’). The sermon
of hijja al-wida’ is so significant that even some non-Muslims seem
to be acknowledging and appreciating it. To shed the light on the
significance of the sermon, we have first mention those books
which contain it. In the second step, the books of Sirah have been
utilized. In the third place, historical books have been taken into
account. Finally, a conclusion has been presented to recapitulate
important points.
Key Words: Tradition, Prophet, Human, Rights.
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ISLAMIC FOUNDATIONS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SOCIETY

Fakhar Zaman
Dr. Muhammad Humayun Abbas Shams

Abstract:

Man is a social animal by its nature and cannot be indifferent to
others in various matters of life. Society needs certain rules and
regulations for its survival. In order to fulfill this need God
blessed human beings with some divine laws and regulations in
every age. Individuals who precede their social life in
accordance with these God gifted rules create Islamic society.
On the contrary, those living in accordance with man-made
social arrangements, create liberal society. Individuals living
within an Islamic society base their social relations upon Islamic
teaching and creed. These teaching are presented in this article
as the foundations for the establishment of a society.

Key Words: Society, Social Animal, Islamic, Foundation, Creed.
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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THEOLOGICAL AND INVENTED

LAWS CONCERNING CLAIM (LITIGATION)
Mufti Irfan Ali
Dr Hafiz Salih U Din Haqqani

Abstract

Islam presents guiding principles regarding all aspect of human lives
incliding the establishment of justice that is crucial to administration
of any society. The rule of justice is only possible when social life is
under a system which safeguards the rights of every stratum of the
society. When a dispute is brought to the court, various methods
could be adopted to prove a claim, such as bringing witnesses,
making confessions, taking oaths, and so on. Now, it is important to
see whether these methods are compatible to Islamic laws or not. It
is in this light that a comparative analysis of theological and non-
theological laws in our country is important so that if there is some
deficiency in the latter, it could be compensated.

Key Words: Claim, Dispute, Plaint, Evidence. Islamic Shariah.
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Plaint is a written memorial tendered to a court in which the plaintiff set

forth the cause of actions and seeks judgment and relief from the court.’
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Where the subject matter of the suit is immovable property, the plaint shall
contain a description of the property sufficient to identify it, and, in case such
property can be identified by boundaries or numbers in a record of settlement

of survey, the plaint shall specify such boundaries or numbers.>*
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found due to him on taking unsettled accounts between him and the

defendant, the plaint shall state approximately the amount sued for.>
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The burden of proof in a suit or proceeding lies on that person who would

fail if no evidence at all were given on either side.”®
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The competence of a person to testify, and the number of witnesses
required in any case shall be determined in accordance with the

injunctions of Islam as laid down in the Holy Quran and Sunnah.®*
& = e G(du'/"d/'ﬂ)'ﬂj wa'fg‘.ii Ldldi Ujuﬁ'i{w o
S § 2l Ao st st it s B 6 8 U2 15
ST ST 1 Pl 0l e LS S rsio e p VDS 2
Jepdus
d&aﬂ;l&unlf
=il 5 Ustf £ 5 Usesar of vl Luin e s IS o AL Ul
Gk U E ol e PG oF L (6 )l S o261y 150 2
L0 0 235 KGH B 1L e a8 LT U p i B 2T 1
Soa g SUnE F6oF [l 1 Udn sl PG 21 pasisl st LB LU Pt s
AP EE B Li S ef g5 0 5D N un S LT
L LT =, A6tk Il Snese §usf Lo s bl inf £
5 E 13 70 £ Mt F 236 S L1 b S IS il
T Pt gt (T 0 J G 8t 7 E untf b sy = &b
Snpir o286 5 LU e g o S5 L5167 1l
I w5l UinF10p$ ki U o e &;J'é},
w8l kS5 £ L gt o A G G e e B ST
S0 b7 b Gl Wil o L el e Ul b b RS L
Sustf ® gz b Jd Jdk ol ;{;/"ngﬂ(um& il
S 6T G U A LSz

97



Ao dBEL T G0 S b p e 7 =303 B 5B

5

Possession is the one 10" of law.®

uf»m;, ufufﬂfdeG’J_%yu!y;KuiG,z?&wL(;MLA):,{!,;:&/M

w288 S BE PN E UnSie untF LGNS L G 5 b s

e M6 F e I8 § ST b SI TG I

S L e

:Lég[:—ufu’f,w)f'

(fn (Zﬁ/J/.uyuLuiu/‘“{u?L{U:’;KL,o"]'Lu‘i;l,«g!)g 1

_Kn(ﬁ»u?gffsémz?qﬂjf;g’g{i'au‘?;gui»fl 2

esfl e pnnlasnil P g"jf;gé.»jf.fufwé. Ut 3
S e Lutn zwi 8o vs Sl Uin& Feif [ us
LU 20na?E S pnn§ el 358
L LS SSei o sl bl pel 58 S o8 i snpips
;gégw)n/’uf/.cﬁw-nl:éaw '/}Jfg—ﬁgfiu’l‘u;qeaga’éjé
§Ess Poked 5 peruioin S8 e U Jo Ut i P
ag,&*?gf’glg@ié,d!é’h}/uyfm‘é,;gcuﬁ‘u!.,?uégn,ugad)
S P LT 3P o N1 e (i Cdb e J1u F S s Siz

When a person is bound to prove the existence of any fact, it is said that
the burden of proof lies on that person.®’
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TEMPORARY MARRIAGE IN THE VIEW OF THE SAHIHAYN (SAHIH
BUKHARI & MUSLIM) & FARIQAYN (SHIA AND SUNNI)

Dr. Muhammad Riaz
Dostdar Hussain

ABSTRACT

Temporary marriage or muta’h refers to taking a woman in
marriage for a specific time period. This kind of marriage takes
place only among the Shia Muslim. Other non-Shia Muslims not
only express their disdain for it, sometimes they also criticize Shia
Muslims for observing muta’h. In the Hanbalite School of Sunni
Jurisprudence, there is a type of marriage, called Nikah al-Misyar
(lit. traveller’'s marriage or marriage of convenience), which is
identical to muta’h. In this article, some aspects of muta’h has been
discussed in the light of Shiag Jurisprudence, and especially in the
view of the Sahihayn. The authors claim that the temporary
marriage involves all the conditions of a permanent marriage and it
is completely legal from the viewpoint of Islamic laws.

Key words: Marriage, Temporary Marriage, Sahihayn, Misyar.
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METHODS OF ISLAMIC EDUCATION & UPBRINGING
(From the Viewpoint of Book “Philosophy of Islamic Education & Upbringing)

Syedah Tasneem Zahra
Dr. Fida Hussain Aabidi

Abstract

Educating and upbringing is a gradual process that demands different
methods and approaches. The knowledge about those methods and
approaches is indispensable part of a good planning in Education. A
group of scholars under supervision of prominent philosopher and
religious scholar Muhammad Taqi Misbah has provided a thoughtful
discussion in the last chapter of the book “Falsafah-ye Taleem wa
Tarbiyat-e Islami” The core theme of this chapter is presented in this
article. In the light of this article educationists may be able to
formulate proper planning for a better Education & Upbringing.

Key words: Education, Upbringing, Islamic, Methods.
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TERRORISM, ISLAM & URDU FICTION (A Critical Study)
Afshan Nawaz Malik

ABSTRACT

This Article is an answer to a basic research question that how
international narrative about Islam and terrorism has been
explained in Urdu fiction? While answering to this question, a few
more questions were also taken into consideration, including
weather Urdu fiction has preserved historical facts and weather it
reflects the facts in an emotional way? According to the author,
Urdu fiction not only reflects stories of terrorism, but also finds out
the reasons behind it. According to him, the motive behind
terrorism started from incident of 9/11 was an international
conspiracy to prove a strong connection between terrorism and
Islam. However, after passage of 19 years, efforts vested in proving
Islam as a terriorst religion have failed and Islamic view against
terrorism is very clear. Sayings of the prophet Muhammad PBUH
and his way of life reflect importance of the peace and
humanitarian attachments. Urdu fiction, while being the fiction,
reflects all historical facts regarding the terrorism.

Keywords: Urdu Fiction, Terrorism, Islam, Nine- Eleven.
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RELIGIOUS DISCURSIVE PRACTICES IN THE ESL

UNDERGRADUATE CLASSROOM
(A critique of the Teachers’ views and discourses in Pakistan)

Muntazar Mehdi

Prof. Dr. Arshad Mahmood
Abstract
The study focuses on the Islamic ideological discursive
manifestations in the second language multicultural and multilingual
classroom as to how they are enacted. The English as Second
Language (ESL) classrooms involve the classroom participants in
learning the non-native language through the explanatory discourses
enacted by the language teachers. Since, classroom is a constituent
of the social growing practices, the classroom approved practices
contribute a substantial part in developing and establishing social
norms in terms of ideological preferences. All the universities of
Islamabad were taken as the sites of the study where the
undergraduate four-year English program is being taught. The study
is a census enquiry where all the population (in terms of teachers) of
the sites is considered as the sample; and all study participants were
contacted to be part of the study. The data were collected through
semi-structured interviews. It was found that the ideologies of the
dominant groups are prevalent in the ESL classrooms where the
teachers enjoy complete academic and administrative authorities.
Although the classrooms have religious freedom; yet, Islamic
ideology prevails in terms of its practice and preference. In order to
get plausible academic results in the ESL multi-ethnic and
multicultural classroom, the teachers need to understand, perceive
and sensitize themselves to the cultural, ideological and social
understanding of the ESL Classroom participants.
Key Words: Islamic Ideology, ESL Classroom, Discursive Practices,
Dominance, Multicultural
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Introduction

The enactment and transmission of thoughts in the classroom
discourse during delivering the content is of significant importance
for the classroom participants. The speakers in the language
classroom promote or resist such thoughts being presented as they
are either conducive or afflicting. However, it is also quite pertinent
that the classroom participants support a few thoughts and ideas
and, at times, they dislike a few ones. The discourse of the
classroom turns out to be very effective, congenial and sacred,
particularly for the students. According to Josephl, the Saussurean
conception of language use or parole looks at the fact in an
individualistic and social terms while using the term ‘discourse’, it is
a claim that language use is imbricated in the social processes and
relations by which ultimately determines that language is ‘a
material form of ideology and language is invested by ideology?2.
Discourses in any capacity are restricted to certain ideas and ideals
as they are enacted in the formal and informal contexts. The
discursive and non-discursive practices shape and strengthen
certain values, customs and traditions which are bound within the
parameters and paradigms of culture and ideology Also, it has been
noticed that ideology is placed as a system of potential underlying
language practices such as structures, codes, formation and system.
In other words, discourses in form of structures carry social
conventions, histories and norms, which ultimately define
ideologies. It is asserted by Fairclough that an alternative location
for ideology can be discursive event itself. Events and discursivity
involved in them also reflect the representing ideology and it also
permits the transformation and fluidity to be processed and
highlighted. Moreover, the relationship between discourse and the
extra-discursive structures is not just representational rather
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constitutive. Moreover, the effects of ideological discourse are
material and it also effects relations of the discourse participants
such as ‘father’ ‘child’ or ‘teacher’ ‘students’ in terms of societal
and ideological perspectives as all discursive practices are shaped in
the ideological processes of discourse.

The ESL classrooms are usually composed of the students who
come from different cultures, regions and religions that reflect
different cultures and ideologies. During the explanatory discourse
(when the teacher explains the content), the teachers touch upon
different areas such as culture, national and religious ideology and
so forth. Whereas it is also a fact that language and ideology are so
interrelated that they seem inseparable because ideology seems so
ingrained in the discourses as they both operate in the social and
academic contexts together. It is also a fact that the transformative
power of ideology and language is impelling and immense,
principally, when it is a matter of the ESL classroom discourses.

The discourses influence the classroom participants, mostly from
the perspective of ideology which is in some way an existing
phenomenon in the lexical choices and grammatical structures. It is
also evident that ideologies influence definite beliefs and fields of
knowledge related to the language users on individual basis®. At
another place van Dijk* also highlights that ideology is a
fundamental belief of a group or the individuals of the group. In
terms of the prevalent situation, information is passed on through
spoken or written discourses, particularly, in the academic, official
and social contexts.

Background of the Study

In the perspective of classroom discourse, ideologies are implicitly
and explicitly promoted and are taken care of. The ideological
discourses, particularly, in the classrooms are very vital and defining
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because they address the humanistic holistic feel and belief. The
classroom discourses address all the issues related to the social
systems to maintain the social and ideological equilibrium and
avoid any ambiguity among the ESL classroom participants. In case,
if the classroom discourses carry specific ideological instances, it
might affect or impact the learners. The discourses being generated
in the ESL classrooms are mainly controlled by the teachers as they
enjoy normative power and can easily influence the existing levels
of belief or acceptance system of the classroom participants®. The
content of the classroom is explained by the teachers using multiple
modes in the ESL classroom. In addition to the explanatory
discourses® of the classroom, there are other features of the
classroom such as domination, resistance and promotion of
ideologies are also visibly present. Such features and elements do
affect the classroom participants, particularly the ideological
distinctive features which might be obtrusive for those participants
who might be following the other ideologies. Therefore, it is
indispensable to probe into the classroom discourses which might
be indoctrinative and inflicting to a few and conducive to some of
the participants.

Statement of the Problem and Significance of the Study

The role of teachers is very vital as they try to lead the classroom
discourses to elaborate the content in a single or multiple
directions. If the classroom is multilingual or multicultural, the
responsibility of the teachers is multiplied. They need to look at the
cultural backgrounds and ideological affiliations of the students
before they initiate any specific discourses on the content of the
classroom. In Pakistani classrooms, most of the classroom
participants are Muslims including teachers and they try to conform
to the Islamic commandments and approved practices whereas a
small number from thee national and international community are
non-Muslims as well. At the same time, Pakistan being a Muslim
country, tries to promote the Islamic ideology besides respecting
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the other ideologies being present in the country or in the
classroom.

Objectives of Study

The objectives of this study are:

1. To identify how the ideologies are represented in the ESL
classroom interactions.

2. To underline the ways through which dominant
ideologies are promoted in the multicultural ESL
discursive practices.

Questions for Study

1. How ideologies are exemplified in the ESL classroom
interactions?
2. How are dominant ideological discourses promoted in the
multicultural ESL discursive practices?

Research Methodology
The study is a survey type of research which addresses the
exploratory design. The study has tried to find out and highlight the
prevalent practices related to the promotion of different religious
ideologies in the classroom discourses. The first survey research
was conducted by Paul Lazarsfeld in Egypt to find out the impact of
radio programs on people. Since then it has been very common in
the academic and educational research’. In order to access and find
out the unobservable data, this method of research is very fruitful
and productive. For this study, an interview guide was prepared in
consultation with five experts of the field. The guide for the semi-
structured interviews was prepared in line with the theoretical
framework. The grey areas they highlighted were properly
addressed for correction and modification in order to improve the
face value and validity. Before the execution, three teachers were
interviewed as a pilot case, which generated suitable and feasible
results to conduct the study.
The study is limited to the degree awarding institutes of Islamabad
where the four-year undergraduate programme of English
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(Linguistics and Literature) offered. The researcher could only find
three universities where such programme is being offered: Air
University Islamabad (AUI), the International Islamic University
Islamabad (IIlU) and NUML Islamabad.

Theoretical Framework

Kumaravadivelu has been working on TESOL besides having insight
to work on certain other aspects of education methods and
classroom interactive strategies. Being a Director, while he was
visiting a school, he was informed that the teachers are mostly
eulogizing the American heroes in front of the students who were
not Americans. The theoretical framework of Kumaravadivelu® on
Critical Classroom Discourse Analysis has been adapted for the
study that points out that the ideological foundations and
representations are not ignored rather they are a part of the ESL
classroom interactions. And these representations of the ideologies
take place in the discourses during the teachers elaborate the text
in the classroom discursive practices and interactions what is also
known as the explanatory discourse (Mehdi, 2019). During these
academic and learning process, the teachers give examples from
different sources which are never against their ideologies rather
they try to promote their ideologies. The adapted model has been
further tailored in order to reflect the ideological patterns being
elaborated in the classroom interactions.
Post-structuralism and Post-colonialism
CCDA
Students Teachers
(Islamic) Ideology

A model for analysis has been tailored as shown below:

Ideological Square and Ideological The Other’ Semantics',"
vanDijk, who contributed a lot to the development of psychology of
text processing with Walter Kintch, an American Professor.
However, vanDijk is one of the main proponents of Critical
Discourse Analysis, states that the word and phrase levels as well as
the structures fully support the meaning of the overall levels of
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discourses. The Ideological Semantics focuses on the selection of
such lexical collection on a clear strategic pattern in order to
portray the family members, friends, beliefs of the in-groups as very
positive; on the other hand, those ones, who are in the out-groups,
are presented otherwise and negatively. In the same way, the
cultural theorist Said has also presented the people of the
subcontinent as the colonized who are portrayed as the
indistinguishable mass instead of being presented as the as (local)
individuals in their societies. The concept of the Other emerged so
minutely and delicately in the discourses as constructed by Said’s
Orientalism that the West successfully managed and colonized the
natives militarily, scientifically and above all ideologically. The
current study aims at finding how the students and teachers enact
different ideologies and promote the dominant ones in addition
how the students of different ethnicities are treated on the basis of
values and ideologies at the selected sites.

Literature Review Ideology and Discourse/Language

Ideologies are innately embedded in discourses and it might be a bit
difficult for the discourse participants to go against their beliefs
whether ideological or political®®> in the social discursive
interactions. Mostly in all discourses, the concept of ideology is
related and close to the power relation which make it quite central
besides, as asserted by Williamson®® that the institutions of society
have their own identifiable means of constructing ideas, beliefs and
discourses. In 1790s, for the first time Tracy14 said that ideology is
the science of ideas and he thought that such science would help to
regulate society for a better social world. According to Althusser as
cited in Stuart Haul and Paul®®, ideology is the systems of
representation composed of concepts, ideas, myths, or images - in
which men and women live their imaginary relations to the real
conditions of existence. Pakistan is a Muslim country and the
Islamic ideological values are preferred in the daily interactions
besides the formal/official and academic levels of discursive
interactions. The Hadith and the Quranic discourses are highly
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crucial and decisive as the same is referred to at all levels of
discursive practices. These sources address the holistic ambience of
humanity and cover all the human matters for the best solutions to
maintain and reserve the ideological differences and uphold
humanity. And finally, according to Kress'®, ideology is one of the
less settled issues in the linguistic and cultural world. To
substantiate the previous, Thompson®’ calls ideology as
epiphenomenal conception and further defines Ideology as “a
system of ideas which expresses the interests of the dominant class
but represents class relations in an illusory form”. Discourses and
language uses are usually subjective as Venuti'® also stated that
language is politically subjective and translators also wield special
power in in forming literary canons and cultural identities. Hence,
we may say that ideologies and local representations invariably
entail the discourses and language uses in the social context.

Classroom Discourse and Ideology

Discourses and ideological beliefs are inseparable entities and
cannot be detached from each other. Moreover, they implicit and
hidden phenomena to be identified that CDA tries to find out. The
social actors in their interactions at any level try to promote their
subjective feelings and overwhelmed ideological assumptions on a
commonest note. Not only do they interact subjectively in the
classroom but also they (if they get a chance) convey their
subjective and ideologies to the classroom participants, in
particular, when the classroom is diversified.

Ideologies are very much hidden in the discursive practices and can
be found by minutely looking into discourses. As Kumaravadivelu®®
has proclaimed in his study that classrooms discourses promote and
govern discussions on the heroes of the USA while he was
observing an ESL of the Middle Eastern and South-eastern students’
class in the US as a Director. After the class was over, he discussed
with the students and found out that the students were hesitant as
they were being told more about the American Ideologies and
though they would resist in the class by and large. According to




Quarterly Noor-e-Marfat Religious Discursive Practices in the ESL Undergraduate Classroom

Miller®, it has also been pointed out that that interactions and
discourses carry certain ideologies in every day discourses. It is also
a fact that ideologies can hardly be seen, identified or pointed out
where exactly they exist or are located in the discursive practices.
Nonetheless, the dominated social groups try to see their own
ideologies but they mostly resist to the dominant ideologies.
According to Kumar (1999) the main component of education
where policies, plans, ideologies and ideas mix together is to
produce exclusive and at times, explosive environment that might
help or hinder the creation of learning opportunities.

Language is the main source of conveying and communicating the
classroom skills to the participants as an individual and as a society.
According to Blommaert®}, language ideologies arose in the 1920s and
got the focus rapidly. Bakhtin and Voloshinov are the building blocks
of the current status of the language ideologies which are prevalent.
However, according to van Dijk*? ideologies are the fundamental
beliefs of a group and its members which they might not deviate from
or go against during the actions and discourses in any context. The
discourses in the classrooms, which elaborate the content embed the
ideological instances which are quite elusive and implicit.

Similarly, the idea that ideologies of processes and ideologies of
practices has been defined and identified by Pachler, Makoe, Burns
and Blommaert®>.The teachers, in the classrooms, hardly reflect
upon the discourses they use while explaining the course content of
the ESL or they discuss the classroom discourses once they are out
of the classrooms. In defining the ideological process, they define as
a meta-level reflection where ideologies are considered as the
explanatory frame of reference; on the other hand, the ideological
practices are known as the organizing frame of reference.

In the development of languages, the distinctiveness and exclusivity is
upheld and maintained within the domains of their own culture and
ideology. The use of languages is very much connected to the
interpretation of messages being conveyed by the interlocutors
engaged in a conversation. In interpreting a language, usually some




Quarterly Noor-e-Marfat Religious Discursive Practices in the ESL Undergraduate Classroom

specific lenses are used as the same view is presented by Oche and
Schieffelin® who asserted that language is a social reality and the role
of language is pivotal and primary in determining the reality. This
phenomenon of determining the social fact is subject to the consistent
linguistic fluctuation and deviation because meanings (of the text and
discourse) are frequently negotiated and re-negotiated within the
social circles crossing generational and epistemic boundaries

Not only are the students’ ideological affiliations but also the
students’ assessment is affected. ‘If it is subject to misalignment
rather it may be more acute for the historically marginalized
population in terms of outcomes and social promotion®. He also
asserts that the beliefs of teachers affect the personality of students
as well as it leaves a tangible impression on the assessment, learning
and outcomes. Moreover as negotiated by researchers that language
ideologies are the only discourses which are grounded in the
relations related politics and society®® ?’. In addition, the languages
also contribute in developing and preserving the ideological
instances and cultural values at large; as it has been argued by
Woolard and Schieffelin® that language ideologies serve as
‘mediating link between forms of talk and social structures’.
Pennycook29 views the second language classrooms as very
pertinent (places) as the classrooms of second language cannot be
viewed only just as ‘autonomous sites’ that engages the students in
non-political and neutral activities but this may have to be viewed
in form of social patterns reproducing and reflecting social
relations. In so doing, the learning of attitudes of language have
multiple possibilities for the participants such as resistance,
normative ideological practices and partial learning®. Arthur is also
of the view that English language has so solely been structured for
the ESL classrooms that there are certain pressures for the teachers
to legitimately link specific ideologies with the classroom content
and the explanatory discursive practices that are directly linked
with the setting of the ideologies of the school/institution®".
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Language ideologies have the potential and thus, construct the
identities socially or academically in form of common sense
assumption®. Likewise, Talmy*? identified in his study in a ‘polylingual
classroom’ that the students’ conduct in non-native classrooms
remains submissive and the teachers also remain dominating
regarding ideological manifestations. Also, Chick®® identified the same
ideological authorities in the teacher-students interaction styles in a
language classrooms while he was trying to integrate the “apartheid
ideology and structures” in a South African classroom. This is a very
delicate situation where a teacher and students are involved in
representing their own ideologies in the ESL classroom course content
and discourses. Similarly, a study carried out in an English medium
school of Finland by Jinkerson®> and a similar study by Cekaite® that
was conducted in the Swedish classroom of class one where it was
reflected and identified (although their sites and population were
dissimilar) that the representation of ideologies is in focus. The studies
further reflected that it was the conflictual language use that is one of
the reasons for the construction and constitution of identities of the
classroom participants which directly subordinated the promotion of
ideologies. As a matter of fact, the classroom discursive interactions
implicitly or explicitly define certain differences of ideologies in term
of how they are being enacted in the classroom interactions as
Baquedano-Lopez and Hernandez’’ also pointed out the same
phenomenon that language and English as second language classroom
discursive practices explain regarding establishment, representation
and enactment of educational practices and inequitable ideologies
either negatively or positively.

In view of the above, it can be stated that ideologies are present in
the discourses whether they are academic or social discourses.
Hence, the ESL classroom discourses can be more powerful than the
ones present in the social setting as the academic setting is more
formal and institutionalized. The interactions of teachers and
students are vulnerable to the new knowledge which is discursively
transformed and ideology is, thus as part of it.

11
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Data Analysis

A number of 34 teachers of three universities of Islamabad were
interviewed. Later on, all the interviews were transcribed and the
relevant data were taken for further analysis in order to address the
research questions.

Ideology and the Classroom Discourse

The discursive practices of the classroom participants involve
ideological instances as the ideologies are constructed and co-
constructed on the basis of shared beliefs and shared
representations of the social groups, and more specifically as the
axiomatic principles of such representations®.

Some teachers avoid the Islamic ideological perspectives, whereas
some of them take Islamic idea in the classroom discourse. A
respondent was of the view that “Islamabad being the capital of the
country possesses a multi-ethnic and racial community, besides
students and people from around Pakistan and the world. At times
students initiate discussions in Pakistan. It's a multi ethnic country
and different regions and people have different cultural
backgrounds. They are studying; they are part of the class.
Sometime the students try to initiate the discussion, i.e., the
religious discussion. Sometimes you as a teacher give the same
example so when your context or information in the class, so
definitely you go for sometimes religious context in a religious
explanation as well. So definitely discussion is there” (C1). The
presence of the Islamic ideological discourse can also be observed
by the statement by a respondent who said “Mostly | try to avoid
religious discussions but sometimes, some questions may arise and
| try to clear the misunderstandings. | don't encourage
misunderstandings, | rather try to clear them” (C3). Since the
presence of Islamic ideology is visibly there and in case of
eschewing from this also reflects that owing to certain socio-
religious reasons it is discouraged as another one reflected that “I
don't take it like religious thing | just take it as academic thing” (C4).
So the religion does exist but the teachers try to avoid the

12
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enactment of such discourse in the multicultural classrooms. The
presence of ideological discourse can also be insinuated through
the comment of a teacher “Yes religious discourse can be there, but
not be in terms of beliefs or discrimination” (C7) and another one
reiterates “when it comes to religious discourse | say that it is your
observation, you may or may not agree with me, so | respect your
opinion” (C8).

So it is clear that the ideological discourse particularly the discourse
on Islamic ideology exists in the multicultural classroom in the
capital of the country.

Dominant Islamic Ideology

As the presence of Islamic ideology has been witnessed, it is also
seen as a dominant practice in the ESL classroom discourse in some
cases. With regard to the greetings before the class starts, a usual
way is followed. Most of the respondents were of the view that
they use Islamic greetings before the class starts. For example, ‘I
pay the Islamic greetings (C7), another respondent said ‘I say my
greetings Assalam o alikum (C13) and one more respondent
‘Assalam-o-Alaikum and then after that Bismillahhir Rahman

AlRaheem (o)l gl all m) (C16, C31). However, since it is a

multicultural classroom and in addition to the Muslims, there are
non-Muslim students too. So, some of the teachers also use Good
morning, good afternoon etc. as one of the respondents informed
“I start my class with greeting... good morning, good afternoon
etc...” (C18).

Besides the presence of the typical Islamic ideological discursive
practices, the native ideological instances have also been
witnessed. A respondent claimed that some of “our students from
Madrasas and sons of Peers (Religious mentors) start comparing
things with the Quran” (C22). They try to see everything with the
same religious lens and try to converge the subject matter towards
the Islamic and Quranic perspective although they are in an ESL
multicultural classroom.

13
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One of the teachers, in this regard, also asserted the same and said
that some of our students “link it (the classroom discourse) with
religious content/teachings as it is necessary for moral values (C20)
and the students in the classroom belong to different sects of
Islam... it may have negative impact... so | avoid such religious
discussions yet there is some requirement of religion in the
classroom discourse” (C21). In such cases when a lot of Muslim
students are there; there can be discussions and questions. While
answering a question about ideological discursive practices in any
form, the respondent replied that “there is no hard and fast rule...
would answer accordingly without presenting any particular sect”
(C23). One teacher being very concerned was of the view that in
that particular university (the university the teacher was teaching)
students from all sects of Islam were studying and there are
religious issues as they do come from different areas of Pakistan
and religious backgrounds. Interestingly, the teacher asserted that
some discussions are generated in the classroom as well, which the
teacher tried to avoid... because “we are Pakistanis and we are
Muslims” (C27). Although teachers are quite careful regarding the
ideological diverse issues, but still some discursive practices do
originate. One of them responded “Islam, we take as a matter of
subject matter instead of indulging into controversial issues...”
(C29) and on the same lines another respondent also stated that
“sometimes | intentionally avoid this kind of discourse as it is
sensitive; however, morality is discussed...” (C31).

Subordinate Ideology and Classroom Discourse

In Pakistan, Islam being the most practiced religion and where the
ideological values and traditions are protected, the subordinate
ideologies are also taken care of and given maximum freedom and
respect. One of the teachers said that “and | tell them that
Christianity and Islam go together” (C5). One of them was of the
view that no religion is preferred in the classroom content; rather,
all the religions that are included in the content are given proper
space keeping in view the element of respect for all. Further, the

14
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name of any religion is only uttered if it is required (C16). A teacher
explained like this: ‘While teaching Milton | do give the Biblical and
the Quranic version and its comparison (C24). Moreover, it was also
observed that teacher give proper space to the subordinate and
minor ideological perspectives such as: one of the teachers
explained how the inter and intra-religious harmony is tackled and
taken care of by saying “since | have students from many religions
so | tell them sometimes the differences within religions...” (C25).
And another one extended the idea and explained “if some ideas
need clarification then | will give western and westernized examples
related to the topic... Not really, not really and usually we avoid
discussions on religion...” (C30). The comments on religion are not
biased rather the teachers proceed very objectively. It was
substantiated when a teacher commented “one of my personal
beliefs is that | do not believe or | do not really hold with Islamizing
a text... of western and Islamic discourses where they are not very
clear so | have to clarify.” (C26).

Emergence and Enactment of Secularized Ideology

In view of the current scenario, there are a plenty of Movements in
the country in terms of propagating the religious ideologies besides
there are also some controversies which exist globally advocating
the religious discourses. The current wave of terrorism and
sacrilegious discourses has directly originated such situation where
people avoid the religious discourse in public. As Kumar® also
mentioned that in the classroom discourse, some specific ideologies
are promoted and enacted.

One of the teachers was of the view that in the capital of the
country, usually religious discourse is not possible to be enacted in
the classroom at large because it is tantamount to inviting trouble;
however, it is quite possible to enact it in the villages or the
cities/towns away from the capital city. “We try not to talk about it
because you never know what someone might think about it” (C6).
While discussing the aspect, another teacher was of the view that
due to the prevalent situation “l avoid discussing as you never know
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the levels of sentiments people have” (C9). One of the teachers
replied that since religion is part of the content; as a result, they
have to talk on the religious aspects by saying “we have to do
religious discussions” (C10). Similarly, some teachers try to greet in
the same way which reflects that the teachers are also adopting the
secularized ideology such as their greetings in the form of “Good
morning, Good Evening” and this may also be a step towards the
modern ways of conversing (C11, C16).

Discourse on religion is avoided by teachers as one of them
responded by this “but | always avoid them with strategies” (C11).
And “religion is not discussed...mostly | don’t discuss religious
issues” (C15). Also “mostly it happens, but | stop them” (C17). A
teacher was of the view in the religious discourse is avoided and
their beliefs are not taken up in the class “when it (but if there is a
clash of belief) clashes the opinion and | like to avoid that” (C18).
One more respondent described why the Islamic ideological
discourse is avoided in the classroom by saying “Normally | avoid
the religious discussion in the class because of the association of
people with different sects... | superficially discuss about it” (C12).
Similarly, about five teachers were observed to be very selective in
terms of religious ideological discourse and they were of the view
not to include the religious or political discourse in the classroom,
which clearly reflects that promotion and representation of the
self*of the Religion is the private matter of the people (Students)
as it should not be catered in the ESL classroom setting.

Sometimes, there are some students who try to involve the
classroom participants in such discourse as it can be evident from a
statement by a respondent “don’t want to involve religion... some
students they try to do... Beta (an Urdu word for either son or
daughter) please let’s stick to the topic” (C13). However, one of
them straightaway refused to accept as there is any discourse like
religious or political in the classroom discourse (C14). Religion in
terms of morality can be discussed; however, the belief system in
religious discourse needs to be avoided. (C23, C32).
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Findings and Conclusion:

After collecting and analysing the data it was found out that:

1. The Islamic ideology is very much dominating the ESL

classrooms. However, the cultural and ideological values of
the others are also respected at the same time.

During the English as second language classroom discourses,
the teachers advertently or inadvertently use some words,
phrases or structures in the interpretation of the classroom
content, which relate or reflect the promotion of specific
religious ideology. As found out through the analysis of data
those teachers and students both are involved in the
discursive practices which represent and promote the Islamic
ideology.

. At the same time, the way of greetings is also shifting from

the Islamic to the international or western way of
greetings/style; however, in the current scenario, the Islamic
way of greetings in the ESL classroom is preferred by
teachers as well as students. Although the number of using
the international way of greetings but still the use reflects
that the ESL classroom participants respect the ideological
values of each other.

It has also been noted that allusion to the Quranic verses
was used by the teachers while exemplifying and
interpreting the content of the ESL classroom in order to
substantiate their points of view. Not only is this, they also
refer to the Islamic historical incidents and events in the ESL
classroom discourses.

. Teachers also refer to the other ideological manifestations

such as Islamic texts, divine books, and other events of
Islamic history, which clearly explains and unfolds that the
teachers use references without any bias; however, it also a
fact that they use Islamic references more than that of other
ideologies.
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6. Native language and poetry also reflect the religious and
national ideology and ultimately, it promotes the native
ideology. Being bilingual in terms of poetry of other such
instances might irritate the one in the ESL classroom who
cannot understand that language.

7. Besides, the results also insinuate that students are also
motivated to adhere to the Islamic and Divine practices in
the ESL classroom interactions.

8. Through the interpretation of teachers’ views, it is also
observed that some of the teachers also try to avoid
explicitly talking about religious ideologies rather they have
been resisting to such discussions openly.

Conclusion

Language classroom usually comprise students from different
cultural and linguistic backgrounds. Also, such diversity of students
has the diversity of grounded knowledge which can be very different
and, at times, may create difficulties for the teachers. In addition,
such students of the ESL classrooms have the preconceived and
predetermined learnt values and beliefs which they might be
comparing in the ESL classroom discourses. Through the content, the
students arrive at a point of agreement in terms of ideology and
culture regarding the learning of new values. Also, the
communication of the content during the delivery of the content is
considered more effective if the digressions traverse through the
cultural and ideological precepts. However, the students might also
face issues in learning the second language when native values are
embedded in the content of the second language. For instance, there
can be diversity of discourse on two levels: inter-religious and intra-
religious. The former may be far lethal than the latter, and might also
bring forth complications. Islamabad, being capital city of Pakistan is
a place which is culturally and ideologically very dense in nature. The
inhabitants come from different parts of the country which
ultimately makes it more heterogeneous in practicing cultural and
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ideological rituals and norms. In case, the teachers are not well
qualifies not only in terms of their discipline but also regarding their
psychological awareness, social and cultural preferences of people
and ideological beliefs, the classroom discursive practice might be
uncomfortable for some of the participants. It is also a fact that the
students and teachers might not want to say or listen to anything
against their own religious practices in the ESL classroom rather they
might like the promotion of such values. In so doing, the dominant
groups in the classrooms may be successful in getting the dominating
seat whereas the unprivileged and small groups may have to sacrifice
their own ideological identity. A teacher is a guardian of the whole
class and they need to create academic environment and mutual
consensus on certain topics of ESL and be considerate about the
collective ideologies instead of focusing on the ideologically diverse
issues and the element of the self-promotion to a greater scale be
avoided. Creation of such classroom academic milieu, which respects
the values, mutually, will bring closer to all the participants and
eventually the primary objective of teaching the second language to
the participants will to be achievable. It is also worth noting that the
teachers should try to create opportunities for the students to
partake in the ESL classroom discursive practices besides providing a
chance of personal contact/meetings to all the students with equity
and equality at all levels. Moreover, the assessment of students need
not suffer owing to certain cultural, linguistic and ideological
affiliations. Most importantly and finally, the Higher Education
Commission of Pakistan needs to take up the issue of diverse
population of universities strategically and try to educate the faculty
on religious and cultural matters in order to avoid any disruption of
students in the ESL classrooms in particular. This also insinuates need
of teachers’ trainings before they use a marker or a book in the
classroom in terms of understanding the issues of ESL classrooms on
cultural, religious, psychological and national level for the smooth
upbringing of students so that they are qualified to make the country
a peaceful and Great entity in the world.
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Editorial

The Holy Qur'an is an eternal miracle of the Holy Prophet that proves
his (PBUH) attachment with Almighty Allah and assures that this book is
a revealed book. The inevitable result of this is the trust, faith and
certainty of mankind in all of its contents, which in its own turn
facilitates receiving guidance from this book in every sphere of human
life. If Muslim intellectuals present live and modern aspects and
examples of Qur'anic miracles in the field of linguistics, literature,
history, politics, sociology, science and philosophy instead of describing
its repetitive aspects, then a large number of human beings may embrace
Islam. Work on different aspects of the miracle of the Qur'an is therefore
an independent project which needs to be continued on a regular basis.
Unfortunately, there is very little work on it. The prerequisite for such a
task is to study and promote the general dimensions of the miracles of
the Qur'an. It is against this backdrop that the current issue of Noor-e-
Ma'refat has included an article in this regard, entitled as "THE
ASPECTS OF QUR’AN BEING A MIRACLE. This article is expected
to be a prelude to a series of articles that may be taken up by Muslim
experts of various disciplines to highlight the miraculous examples of
Qur'anic guidance related to different fields of life.

The second article in this issue presents an Islamic-theological debate. If
this article, entitled "BELIEF IN RESTITUTION IN THE LIGHT OF
HOLY QURAN, SUNNAH & REASON", succeeds in substantiating its
claim, its impact is that it testifies the authenticity of the Qur'anic promises
which the Almighty has made with respect to His devout servants in His
book. The divine promise of delivering glory, respect, dignity and
complete domination to true believers in this world has corresponding
evidence in Islamic history, with the exception of a few examples in the
earlier days of Islam. To believe in the return (after death) of the righteous
servants of God is, therefore, not a negation of any Islamic belief; it is
rather the affirmation of Islamic beliefs and the fulfillment of Qur'anic
promises. Keeping this in mind, we consider it an honor as well as a factor
in strengthening the faith of our respectable readers to give room to such
articles in Noor-e-Ma'refat.

The third and fourth articles of this issue are entitled respectively as
"TRADITION OF THE HOLY PROPHET AND HUMAN RIGHTS"
and "ISLAMIC FOUNDATIONS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A
SOCIETY." The need to publish research articles on human rights in the
present age lies in that it is an age of hypocrisy in which the blood of
human beings is shed in the name of safeguarding human rights. The



tragic dilemma today is that the very international organizations that
were created to defend human rights are actually guarding their violation
in such a manner that it is impossible for a common man to uncover their
machinations. In such a situation, there is an urgent need to inspire the
people of the world to form such a humane society in which there is no
distinction between master and slave and no discrimination on the
ground of race, sex and geography, and where every human being enjoys
his/her rights. Such a society may come into being only when the
responsibility of safeguarding human rights is assumed by some
heavenly and divinely-inspired personalities. The central claim of these
two articles is that the Sirah (biography/tradition) of the Prophet and
Islamic teachings provide the basis for the establishment of such a
society. We hope that the publication of these articles will provide the
intellectual basis for the formation of a society in which no human being
is deprived of his/her rights.

The fifth article in this issue presents, as the title itself states, a
comparative study of theological and invented laws concerning claim
(litigation) in the judicial system in the establishment of justice, which is
the universal basis for a progressive human society. This article has been
written with the intention of exposing and removing the possible deviation
existing in the legal system of the God-gifted state of Pakistan. While the
publication of this article is expected to be instrumental in removing the
intellectual and theoretical barriers to the establishment of the justice, we
hope the publication of the sixth article “TEMPORARY MARRIAGE IN
THE VIEW OF THE SAHIHAYN (SAHIH BUKHARI & MUSLIM) &
FARIQAYN (SHIA AND SUNNI)” in this issue would also be helpful in
shutting the door on a significant crime in society. Many of the cases that
our judicial system has failed to decide on in due time are actually ones
that are caused by sexual misconduct deviation. One of the main causes of
sexual deviation is the easy access to and availability of unlawful sources
of sexual satisfaction and, in the meantime, the closer of avenues of legal
and religiously allowed sexual satisfaction. Today, the myriad
complexities associated with marriage customs and practices have also
caused sexual deviation in Muslim societies, signified by recurrent horrific
stories of sexual exploitation of young boys and girls. Now, if easy lawful
and legal avenues of sexual satisfaction can be opened, what is the
problem with reviewing this subject? If the experts of Islamic
jurisprudence and ljtihad reunion this issue, it may be possible to provide
guidance in resolving our judicial and social issues.

The seventh article of the forty-ninth issue of Noor-e-Ma'refat is supposed
to highlight the "METHODS OF ISLAMIC EDUCATION &



UPBRINGING (From the Viewpoint of the Quran, Philosophy of Islamic
Education & Upbringing)”. Educationists are well aware of the fact that
new methods are tested in education. There is no doubt that today the only
successful education systems are those that have strong and stable
methods of education and training. But the question is that whether Islam,
as a comprehensive system of life, offers methods of education and
training or not. This article claims that there are multiple and diverse
methods of education and training in Islam which are applicable
conditions. By adopting these approaches, the task of educating and
training can be carried out very efficiently. This article, which is the
product of a group of experts, is expected to be very useful for experts in
the field of education and training.

The eighth article of the current issue of Noor-e-Ma'refat, entitled
"TERRORISM, ISLAM & URDU FICTION (A Critical Study)", is an
attempt at exploring the underlying causes of terrorism in the world in a
literalistic fashion. While this article expresses the indifference of Urdu
literature and writers to the existing social issues, it also exposes the
poisonous propaganda of the enemies of Islam against the Islamic world.
We hope that the publication of this article will serve as a warning to the
people and rulers of Muslim countries.

The last article in this issue, entitled RELIGIOUS DISCURSIVE
PRACTICES IN THE ESL UNDERGRADUATE CLASSROOM, is
related to education. It deals with the dynamics of the interplay of
language and ideology in ESL classrooms in all the universities of
Islamabad that offer courses on English learning. Language itself is so
intertwined with ideology that it is impossible to distinguish between
them. Like Urdu classes, participants in ESL classrooms belong to
different religious, cultural, political and linguistic backgrounds. In this
context, students cannot be saved from cultural, ideological and religious
confusions and the best academic results cannot be achieved without
taking into account this multidimensional structure of the class by
teachers. In this context, this article, emphasizes proper training of
teachers by concerned authorities.

We hope that the publication of these diverse articles will make this issue
of Noor-e-Ma'refat very useful to our readers. God willing!
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